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01. Foreword

implementation, it has been a valuable tool to help us achieve our goals in 

and their environments.  

on our planet.  We believe we must think globally and act where we can 

implement the RB+B SMS and participate in the AIA 2030 Commitment.    

Our SMS annual report has helped us to document our vision and chart a 

accountable, and celebrate positively impacting the world around us.  We 

The SMS and this report are important guides to keep us on track to reach 

President        Vice President     Treasurer

Secretary
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Fort Collins Urban Design Award for Green Design

1st Place, Colorado Sustainable Design Awards
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02. Introduction

About RB+B Architects

has designed many public buildings 
and award winning schools.  With 

every building project.  RB+B works 
closely with clients to implement 
sustainable building practices. We are 

Colorado and are committed to the 

Commitment.

In addition to sustainability in our 
design products, RB+B is committed 
to long-term change throughout our 

the Climate Wise Program since 2007, 
we have worked closely with the City 

Our goal is to not only reduce waste 
and make our business greener but 

to live and work in a sustainable way.  

Management System (SMS) has 
helped to move us toward these 
goals as well as tracking our progress.     

Within the SMS, RB+B had adopted 
the One Planet Living Framework.  

developed by BioRegional® which 

world.   As a commitment to this 
vision we have implemented their 

One Planet Action Plan.  This plan will 
help us to embed sustainability in our 

One Planet Living Framework

sustainable world where people lead 

demonstrating our commitment to 
this vision by implementing this One 
Planet Action Plan.  Our plan has 
helped us to embed sustainability 

mission.

Mission Statement
“RB+B incorporates 

sustainable design practices 
in every project no matter 

what size or budget,  
designing buildings that are  

responsive to the natural  
environment while 

meeting the user’s needs. As 
we believe in being 

responsible environmental 
stewards, we are also 

committed to 
incorporating sustainable 

practices into our daily 
operations.”
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Priority Principles

believe we can have the greatest 

1. Zero Carbon
2. Health and Happiness
3. Zero Waste
4. Sustainable Materials
5. Culture and Heritage

Cross-Cutting Intentions
In organizing our thoughts into the 
One Planet Living Framework, several 
intentions emerged that we desire 
to incorporate into our sustainability 

1. Communication.  We desire 
to continually improve our 
communication, whether 
internally within RB+B or among 

03. Our Top Priorities

RB+B and our clients, consultants, 
and the general public.

2. 

desire to educate ourselves, our 
clients, our consultants, and the 
general public.

3. Building Instruction Manual.  In 

education, we desire to capture 
the design intent that emerges 

educate the people that occupy 
and operate their buildings.  This 
RB+B document may incorporate 

distributed to the client as a part 

service on our major projects.
4. Consultant Contracts.  We desire 

to work with consultants who 
also want to design within the 

our planet.  

Principles will be 
incorporated 
into our 
c o n s u l t a n t 
s e l e c t i o n 
process and 
contracts.

BLOCK ONE MIXED-USE
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04. 2011 Accomplishments

implementing our SMS. We were able 
to accomplish at least one project in 

energy on our cross-cutting intentions. 

detailed look into the projects that 
we completed in 2011 along with 

divided into the multiple principles 

Collins Climate Wise program.

Larimer County Environmental 
Stewardship Award | RB + B 

newly implemented Sustainability 
Management System. The 
Sustainability Management System 

corporate sustainability.  We 

demonstrated a positive example by 
linking business practices with internal 

stewardship.

Continuing Education

Code Green Building Amendments| 

code. Courses included Building Air 

Air Barrier Testing Protocol, and Air 
Barrier Case Studies presented by Pie 
Forensic Consultants.

2030 Challenge | In 2011, Matt 

provide details about the Architecture 
2030 Challenge. He presented what 

Rocky Mountain Green Conference 
|

ARNG READINESS CENTER 
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Zero Carbon

Lights Out Lunch
       

  

we turn out the lights during lunch to 
help remind everyone to turn out the 
lights when not in use. The program 

Project Cost: 1 hour

Project Savings: Possible 85 kWh/mo 
= $10 in 2011

Energy Consumption
       

2011 saw a 19% reduction in 

baseline.  In 2011, we increased our 
natural gas consumption by 14% 
over 2010. However, natural gas 

better than in 2010.  We continued 

Project Cost: $390.88

Project Savings: $354.69 (from 2010)

Night/Weekend Energy Use 

copy machines and printers, the 

lighting.  Suggestions were provided 

used at night and on the weekends 
with goals to implement in the 
coming years.

Project Cost: 4 hours

Project Savings: $310/yr possible 
savings
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Zero Waste

Divert to Dirt
      

We had originally used green cones 

In January 2010, we began a 
commercial composting program 

with Clean Air Compost which 

items that could be composted. 

baseline. However, we increased it by 
100 pounds over our 2010 numbers. 
This may be due to cleaning out 

storage areas and other projects that 
produced non-compostable and 
non-recyclable items.

Project Cost: $552.21

Project Savings: $0

Recycling Teams
      

In 2010, we began our recycling team 
project to get everyone involved in 
recycling. This program serves not only 
to educate people about what goes 
into the recycling, but also distributes 

and compost bins every week. In 
2011, we recycled over 6,000 pounds 

over 2010.

Project Cost: 1 hour/week

Project Savings: $0
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Sustainable Transportation

In 2011, we saved 765 gallons 

business.

Project Cost: 3 hours tracking

Project Savings: $5,912 (business miles 
that didn’t have to be paid)

ROAD Challenge

Challenge to encourage employees 
to use alternative transportation 
when commuting. 2011 saw 100% 

with each person using alternative 
transportation at least once during 
the year.

Project Cost: 3 hours

Project Savings: $0

ATmo (Alternative Transportation 
Month)
In 2011, we declared June Alternative 
Transportation month to correspond 

We reduced our carbon emissions by 

just over two tons! 

used alternative 
transportation AT 

the month and 
many rode bikes, 
walked, and 
carpooled to work.

Project Cost: $50 + 
2 hours

Project Savings: $0

Rebecca Spears 
gathered all the 

patch kits, and a lock.

Project Cost: $52 +1 hour

Project Savings: $0
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Sustainable Materials

Green Cleaning

cleaning supplies with green cleaning 

Biodegradable general purpose 
cleaner, dishwasher detergent, 
and dish soap
Biodegradable hand soap

tissue, toilet tissue, and paper 
towels 

Project Cost: $100/year

Project Savings: $0

Re-use Forum 

spreadsheet that employees can 

This makes it possible to access 

employees rather than each person 

example).

Project Cost: $0

Project Savings: $0
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Sustainable Water

Sustainable Water Systems 
Presentation

their Sustainable Systems Integrated 
Model (SSIM) Water Module to our 

has traditionally used energy models 
to predict and streamline energy 
use in a building, this model does 

could include irrigation demand 
estimating and cistern sizing, building 

and commercial projects.  As our 

sustainability on our projects, stay 

the AIA 2030 Challenge, protecting 
our precious water resources is a key 
element to our success.

Project Cost: $0

Project Savings: $0
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Culture & Heritage

Art Installation

art installations. The Rialto Theater 
Center installed Art in Public Places 

cost, or roughly $45,000. The City 

Griggs to conceptualize the art displaying it prominently on the entry 
corridor masonry wall, and used a 

the sign.
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Health and Happiness

Foliage for the Future

Spears donated the potting soil. The 

Project Cost: $0

Project Savings: $0
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adopted a Sustainable Architectural 
Practice Position Statement that set 

to construct and operate new and 
renovated buildings by the year 2010 

2030.

The AIA 2030 Commitment program 

demonstrate the progress AIA 
members are making toward 
reducing the operational energy use 

other architects to do the same. 

demonstrate progress toward the 

and how they design. To date, 

sole practitioner to the multi-national 
AIA 2030 Commitment First 

Annual Report, May 2011

RB+B signed on to the AIA 2030 

For projects in design in 2011, RB+B 

the Windsor Readiness Center. The 
graphic below shows that we are only 

AIA 2030 Commitment First Annual Report, May 2011
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According to the AIA 2030 
Commitment First Annual Report, 

meets this target.

AIA 2030 Commitment First Annual Report, May 2011

For 2011, RB+B reported 127,749 

20.7%. The project with the highest 

graphic shows that we are above 
average and meeting the 25% 

AIA 2030 Commitment First Annual Report, May 2011
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City of Fort Collins Climate Wise Program

RB+B joined Climate Wise in 2007 and 
worked our way up the ranks to be 
recognized as a Platinum Partner 

event.

Platinum partner is that we get to be 

such as the banner to the right. 

Colorado Business Magazine as a 
Platinum partner.

In October, Rebecca and Jayne 
presented at the Business Innovation 
Fair.
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05. Sustainability Vision and Goals

In developing our SMS, we divided 

Internal Operations, Internal Process 

Operations area, demonstrating 

This has also been driven by our 
commitment to the Climate Wise 
program.

establishing new initiatives in the 
Internal Process + Technology area 
(while maintaining current initiatives 
in the Internal Operations area).  

there is even greater potential to 
positively impact the environment 

clients.

Commitment, we have agreed 
to track and report progress in this 

more deliberate communication 

projects and the opportunities to 
reduce those impacts.

We envision bringing more rigor to 
our Internal Process + Technology 
area will be an opportunity to 

done incorporating sustainable 
materials and strategies into 
our design work over the last 

improving tracking and reporting 
methodologies to better document 

approaches.
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